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Staff 
Senior Minister: Rev. Dr. Dennis Patience – dennispatience@gmail.com  

       Family Life Director: Jim Frentrop - Jim.frentrop@gmail.com                  Director of Music: Andrew Schmidt -  andrewpauls@gmail.com  

Youth Director:  Kathie Connell -  kidsatbarry@gmail.com Custodian:  Cathy Gorman  -  cattedkc@gmail.com 

             Organist:Lenora Remmert - klnremmert@yahoo.com  Administrative Secretary: Carol Studebaker - office@barrychristianchurch.com 

Join us for Sunday             

Worship!  
8:30 -  First Worship Service 

 

9:45 am - Sundays School classes 

for children and adults  
 

11:00 - Second Worship Service 
 

Wednesday Bible Study 

6:00 pm  
 

Barry Christian Church                    
(Disciples of Christ)          
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Carol Studebaker, Editor 

Honor God, Seek Christ, Serve Others Together 

December  1,  2020 

 Church Office: 816.436.0462 

Email: office@barrychristianchurch.com 

 

Ponderings of Patience 
The Blessing in Thanks-Giving 

“The peace that Christ gives is to guide you in the decisions you make; 
for it is to this peace that God has called you together in the one body.  
And be thankful.  Christ’s message in all its richness must live in 
your hearts.  Teach and instruct one another with all wisdom.  Sing 
psalms, hymns, and sacred songs; sing to God with thanksgiving in 
your hearts.  Everything you do or say then, should be done in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, as you give thanks through him to God the 
Father”  Colossians 3:15-17 

 

As we approach Thanksgiving Day and the beginning of the 
Advent Season, even as our nation and the world face so 
many health and economic concerns; I’m drawn ever closer 
to the notion that truly experiencing a joy-filled life, comes 
not from the comforts of one’s surroundings or circum-
stances, but simply comes from the attitude by which we 
approach life.   

 

Some people, experience joy and peace, regardless of the 
challenging circumstances that surround them.  Others can 
have an abundance of blessings, yet seemly act as if they are 
destitute!  What is the difference?  Possibly more than any-
thing, it can be that a joyful spirit can be cultivated by the 
act of giving thanks.  To this end, it may be learned, more 
than it is inherent within us! 

 

As an example of cultivated learning that offers affirming 
results - notice the spirit of respect on the playing field.   

Respect is learned by the players.  It doesn’t come naturally.  
Respect comes from the example and instructions and en-
couragement of coaches who pass this on to their players by 
words and actions.  When an opponent is injured, for exam-
ple, the respectful team members face the injured player and 
go down on one knee while the injured player is looked af-
ter.  Respect for God is often revealed even in the huddle 
when a prayer or a moment of silence is offered before the 
start or end of a game.  Respect is offered when coaches and 
their players greet their opponents and thank them for a 
game well played.  Through these and other words and ac-
tions, a culture of respect is cultivated.   

 

Experiencing a joy-filled life doesn’t come automatically.  
The Apostle Paul shows us how it is learned by the focus of one’s 
life on Christ’s example.  On numerous occasions throughout 
the letter of Colossians, Paul artfully draws the believer’s full 
attention back to Christ as “the visible likeness of the invisible 
God . . . the first-born son, superior to all created things”( Colossians 
1:15). That focus on Christ continues in Colossians 2:6-7 
where Paul writes: “Since you have accepted Christ Jesus as Lord, 
live in union with him.  Keep your roots deep in him, build your lives 
on him, and become stronger in your faith, as you were taught.  And 
be filled with thanksgiving.”  Not only is the focus on 
Christ a way to combat conflict and adversity among the 
believers, but it is a way to fill one’s consciousness with 
thanksgiving and praise as Paul also encourages the faithful 
to be “filled with thanksgiving” (chapter 2:7b). 

 

  (continued on page 2) 



   HELLO from MINNESOTA                                                        
Warm greetings to our church family. As many of you know, we sold our KC home and relocated to our lake house 
in Northern MN. We’ve been here several months and settled in nicely. Days on the boat was a great way to       
quarantine!  Soon that will be replaced with snow sports. Haha! 
 
Allie remains in Prairie Village, KS where she continues to work from home during the pandemic. Abigail is          
graduating mid-term; magna cum laude in Biology from University of Northern Iowa. She will take the MCATs in   
the spring.   

Joe continues to work from home primarily on global calls given the travel restrictions and I have been enjoying be-
ing outside in nature with no limitations on my time.   Joe intends to join me in retirement by end of 2021. 
Going into the holidays, I think fondly of all the good times and wonderful people we left behind. You are all in our 
thoughts and prayers during this difficult time in the world. 

Our new address is: 
36501 Butternut Point Road 
Pequot Lakes, MN 56472 
Email:Kathyjoeweekley@sbcglobal.net. 
Thank you all for being such a big part of our lives!  
God bless you during this holiday season. 
Hugs, 
Kathy and Joe Weekley 

(Continued from Ponderings on page 1) 
 

With a focus on Christ and being “filled with thanksgiving” there is no room for the opinions and self-interests that of-
ten divide God’s people.  As Paul goes on to say in Colossians 3:16-16: “Christ’s message in all its richness must live in your 
hearts.  Teach and instruct one another with all wisdom.  Sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs, sing to God with thanksgiving in your hearts.    
Everything you do or say then, should be done in the name of the Lord Jesus, as you give thanks through him to God the 
Fther”  (Colossians 3:16-17). 

 

Too many times we quantify the level of happiness we believe we are experiencing in our lives by the quantity of goods 
we possess, the quality of our health and wellbeing, or the sense of security we believe surrounds us.  We are “happy” if 
we have a acquired a certain “place in life” or a certain “volume of things” in life.   

 

Yet, as Paul shows us, profound joy is simply experienced by intentionally living a life of thanks-giving as we focus on 
Christ and his ways.  We do this by intentionally giving thanks to God for the abundance of our daily blessings with out 
calculating their worth or comparing our blessings against those of other people.  We give thanks for the kindness of 
other people’s words and actions.  We give thanks for the wonders of creation.  All these are ways of establishing a foun-
tain of profound peace and joy.  People who live life with a lightness of spirit and seemingly with a song in their hearts, 
have discovered that joy comes from the daily activity of simply giving thanks.  As Paul reminds us in I Thessaloni-
ans 5:16-18, “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 

So as we approach Thanksgiving Day and the start of this Advent Season, even with all the uncertainties and challenges 
that 2020 has thrown at everyone, may we all be drawn ever closer to a truly joy-filled life, simply by striving to give 
thanks in all circumstances.  For in doing this, great joy is possible from the depths of one’s experiences with God and 
others, despite whatever challenges we may be facing.  For we know in the end of all things, it will be God’s providence 
and his great love that will be victorious. 

 

Try Thanks GIVING.  It could become the greatest of blessings for you and those with whom you share your life!   

Pastor Dennis 
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Registrations Needed for Anticipated Christmas Eve Services 
on Thursday, December 24th  

at 5:00 p.m. 6:15 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
 

With the mounting cases of Coronavirus affecting our nation, we all know it is difficult to               
anticipate what gatherings may be permitted as Christmas Eve approaches, but as several people  
have been asking whether we will have Christmas Eve services this year, may I offer the  following 
plan under present guidelines. 
 
First, our worship services are one of the few gatherings receiving an exemption from the                
10-person indoor gathering limit under the mandate described by Mayor Quinton Lucas on         
Monday, November 16, 2020.  Yet, it is only by wearing facial coverings, maintaining six-foot       
distances and cleaning surfaces, that we are still permitted this opportunity.  With the six-foot         
distancing requirement, the maximum capacity of our sanctuary remains at 60 per service. 
 
With these requirements still in place, and at this point in the journey, may we anticipate offering 
three abbreviated Christmas Eve Services on Thursday, December 24th at: 5:00 p.m.; 6:15 p.m. and at 
7:30 p.m.  This will give us enough time to conduct 45-minute services with a half hour in between 
each service to give time to clear and sanitize the sanctuary between services.  
 
Since so many restrictions remain in place, each service will be the same program and will focus this 
year on the meaning behind the Advent Wreath and celebrating the lighting of the Christ  Candle.  
There will be no children’s program, Lord’s Supper or the  lighting of our own candles as we are   
accustomed to doing.  But by being safe this year, we hope we will all be present to return to normal 
activities once our country and the world are freed from the burden of the Coronavirus. 
 
In order to keep track of who we may anticipate at each service in order to keep below our maximum 
capacity, we are asking that participants please let us know which service they may wish to attend.  
An attendance registration flyer will be in the Sunday bulletins on the Sundays of December 13th and 
20th to place in the offering plate in the foyer after the services.  Or you can call Carol in the office  
at: 816-436-0462 or e-mail Carol at: office@barrychristianchurch.com.  The deadline for registration 
will be Monday, December 21st. 
 
We are privileged to still be able to worship and honor God in person, so long as we continue to do so 
as safely as possible.  But may we remember we are always able to worship God through Christ our 
Lord within the depths of our hearts even as we are alone.  I Peter 3:15a 
tells us: “have reverence for Christ in your hearts, and honor him as 
Lord.” 
 
Blessings to each of you as we strive to safely give thanks to God this 
Thanksgiving Season and then celebrate the Advent of Christ our Lord.   
 
Pastor Dennis 

mailto:office@barrychristianchurch.com


Advent Season Outreach Opportunities: 

During the Advent season we have several outreach projects: 

 

Warmth Tree - Through December 20th 

We collect items for younger kids & teens: mittens, socks, 
hats, scarves and new & gently used coats.  There is also 
a special need for pajamas for boys and girls sizes 4-7, 
socks and underwear for teens.  Hang them on the 
warmth tree or place them underneath.  The Warmth Tree 
is located in the Sanctuary.  The items collected are given 
to those in need through the Clay County Clothes Closet. 
Please bring items by the deadline of  Sunday,            
December 20th. 

 

Food Pantry Drive - Through December 

Once again throughout the Advent season people are asked to 
bring non-perishable items to be placed under the Christmas 
tree in the Sanctuary.  These items will be used to replenish 
our Food Pantry. Please bring items by the deadline of Sunday, 
December 27th. 

 

 

Christmas Special Collection – December 20th 

Instead of the special offering of past years where a         
congregational greeting card was created for all to sign, we 
will have a special collection on the Sunday before Christmas  
that will go to Basic Mission Finance of our mission outreach.  
Please use a pew envelope and label with “Christmas       
Outreach.”  

 

 

Christmas Eve Special Offering - December  24th 

With your Christmas Eve Special Offering, you sup-
port our congregational Emergency Fund which is 
used to help with emergency needs within the        
congregation. Please use a pew envelope and label 
with “ Christmas Eve” offering. 
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Maggie Schaer - 02 

Anita Rogers - 04 

Doris O’Neal - 07 

Patty Tarver - 08 

Jovannie Jacobo  - 08 

Troy Jones  - 08 

Conor Henry - 12 

Peggy Treece - 12 

Gabriel Jacobo  - 13 

 

 

 

Tracy Shelby  - 19 

Alyssa Sawyer - 19 

Angie McClean  - 20 

Elise Wendt  - 23 

Linda Eiken  - 26 

Gail Roller - 28 

Mary Archer  - 28 

Ali Rogers - 29 

Doug Fleming - 30 

 

         If you have a December  birthday or know of someone from Barry who 

does and is not on this list, please let me know so I can be sure to include 

them.  Call  Carol in the church office at   436-0462 or email her at: 
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      HAPPY   DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS!! 

GIVING ENVELOPES FOR 2021 

 

New Giving Envelopes for 2021 will be distributed when they arrive before the 

beginning of  the new year. After they arrive, we plan to have helpers hand them 

out before or after services to those who are presently attending services.       

Envelopes that are not passed out by the end of  December will be mailed. 

There are a few extra sets if  you decided you would like to use envelopes after 

they were ordered. Giving statements for 2020 will be printed after the first of  

the year.  

Contributions for the 2020 tax year must be in the church office by Monday 

morning,  December 28, 2020. When mailing in your end of the year giving, if you 

date a check with a December date and it is postmarked in January, it will NOT go 

into the year end giving records. It will be recorded as a contribution made in 

2021. This is a great opportunity to “catch up” on your giving.  



A MESSAGE from OUR FAMILY LIFE DIRECTOR 

COVID FATIGUE  

It’s no secret we’re all getting tired of this pandemic. Medical experts say it can take a toll on our mental 

health. But this virus doesn’t care how tired we are. The more tired we are, the more we will relax social 

distancing and gathering in large groups. Medical experts say “the longer we keep this up, the more we’ll 

put our hospitals back in trouble. The only way to flatten this curve is to change our behaviors and follow 

the common sense recommendations that we’ve been pounding into people since the very beginning of 

this pandemic.” They mean wearing masks and being smart about social distancing.  

There are ways to fight off the fatigue. UCLA Health has some tips:  

 Take care of your body. Whether that’s getting more sleep, getting more nutrition in your meals or   

exercising more.  

 Limit news intake. We know you need to stay up to date but too much of something can be tough. 

Take a couple breaks throughout the day from the news. Listen to music, or watch an old rerun on TV. 

 Find new activities. Some activities like nature walks, yoga, or reading can lower your stress. Do a 

crossword puzzle or Sudoku. Take up a craft such as knitting, or coloring, or whittling. 

 Connect with others. Don’t forget your friends and family! Connections are good for the soul. So make 

sure you’re arranging video chats and calling your loved ones. Talk to your neighbors as you see them  

outside. (Of course, maintain social distance.) 

 Create new traditions. I love this one. Set aside a night for self-care that makes you feel emotionally 

good. Play games over Facetime with friends. Or maybe do a weekly movie night with your family.      

Whatever the new tradition is, it will give you something to look forward to! 

Be kind to others. When you do have to be in public, hold the door for the person behind you, 

and smile. They may not see the smile through the mask, but it will show in your eyes. If they say 

thanks, tell them “you’re very welcome, have a great day!”. And say THANK YOU when someone 

holds the door for you.  

Thank an essential worker. When you checkout at the grocery store, thank the cashier for all 

they do. Look them in the eye, and tell them you appreciate them.  

Give thanks. While it’s easy to focus on our losses and limitations the COVID virus has caused us to 

take, take a moment to reflect on what you still have. If you are sitting in a warm house, and have 

food in the cupboards, say a prayer of thanks. If you have a job, say a prayer of thanks. If you have 

friends and family you can talk to, in person or by phone, say a prayer of thanks. There is a healing 

power in prayer. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Jim 
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The  church office will be 

CLOSED on Friday,     

December 25th and Friday, 

January 1st for the    

Christmas & New Year’s 

holidays.   
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??? 

A message from the Youth and Children’s Ministries Director, or is it Director of  the 

Youth and Children’s Ministries. In either case it seems long and well, not very child friend-

ly, not something that seems to invite our young people to actually want to know what is 

being said or to share with us. With this in mind I have chosen not to name this first col-

umn but have instead asked the children of  Barry to make some suggestions for a name, 

stay tuned for updates. (this should be fun!) 

 

How much do you miss our children? We have not seen many of  them since March and I 

believe I am having withdrawal symptoms. No Easter, or summer picnic. No trick-or-treat, 

or hayrides at the Thomas’. No turkey dinner or Christmas party, all the times when just 

being around the children brings joy. Yet even in the middle of  missing them and feeling 

sad I praise God for every child that He has brought into our lives, I thank Him for keep-

ing our children safe and am grateful that I am alive in a time when it is so very easy to 

share a little love with them, even when we must stay apart. Send them a message, a card 

or an email, thank God for the blessing that is our children. May our children always know 

how much they are loved by family, by their church family and most especially by God  

 

Kathie Connell 

POINSETTIAS 

Thank you to everyone who ordered poinsettias 

to help decorate the sanctuary this year in honor 

or memory of  loved ones.  You may take your 

flower home on Sunday, December 27th after the 

service you attend. 



In our thoughts and   prayers 

 

Jon Frentrop 

Michelle Jacobo 

Reyana Ralston 

Dave Haynes 

Pam Roberts 

Jill Gregory 

Christina Ojeda 

Linda Gash 

John Adams 

Dortha Bixler 

Candace Fortner 

Anna Marie Peck 

Pat Reece 

Kenneth Hoyes 

Susan Mayberger 

Ken & Roxie Weaver 

Betty Donahue 

Ted Gorman 

Catherine O’Neil 

 

 

 

Barry Christian Church  (Disciples of  Christ) 

1500 NW Barry  Rd,  Kansas City MO 64155 

Phone: 816-436-0462 

website: BarryChristianChurch.com 

Return Service Requested 

Financial Update 
Expected Expenses for December                                

General Fund: $24,063 

              Funds received Nov. 1:  $6,313 

                Funds received Nov. 8:  $4,806 

                Funds received Nov. 15:  $4,211 

         Funds received Nov. 22: $4,236 

          November Total so far:  $19,566 

Youth Ministry Fund Balance so far in November :  $37,612 

Is your giving to the  

support of Barry 

Christian Church up 

to date?  

The month of  Nov. 

had 5 Sundays. 

 


